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East  Prussia must gradually be repatriated in a similar

way.

It will, of course, be a vast undertaking to transfer and re-
settle a population of 2,5003000, but there is no reason why it
cannot be done. It is probable that the war will have reduced
the German population very substantially before peace is
made, but even if this is not so, it will in any case shortly
begin to decline and indeed it is already doing so in Austria.
While Germany should be capable of absorbing immigrants,
the high Polish birth-rate will necessitate for that nation a
greatly increased Lebensraum. The burden and cost of re-
settling these repatriated Germans in the Fatherland will be
a useful and desirable alternative to reparations. The fatal
defect of reparations was that no method could be devised for
transferring across the frontiers the value that Germany was
called upon to surrender, but just as it was right that Ger-
many should shoulder a financial burden to make reparation
for the war launched by her in 1914, so it will be just that she
should shoulder such a burden after 1939. The absorption
and resettlement of 12,500,000 East Prussians is a task that
might well occupy fifteen years and would involve immense
expenditure of labour, but it would all be expended in Ger-
many in exploiting more intensively her own resources, and it
would leave free for the teeming Poles a new land where they
would find scope for a century of progress in wealth and
well-being. If there is anyone who thinks such a measure too
drastic, let him study the map and ask himself whether either
Poland or Germany can ever feel secure until the German
enclave in the Slav belt has been withdrawn and reabsorbed
into a consolidated and less expansive Reich.

The coalescence and recovery of the Slav peoples cannot
fail to be influenced profoundly by Russia. It is indeed im-
possible to imagine any satisfactory settlement which does
not bring Russia, whatever the political views of her Govern-
ment, back into the comity of Europe. The position at
the present time is, however, so obscure, that it is futile
even to make a conjecture. All that can be said with
assurance is that the alliance with Germany, if persisted in,
will debar Russia from leading the Slav race in the next